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Dear parents/carers
I wanted to write to you to give you an update on the teaching capacity in Rufford Class as I’m aware it is
a concern for some of you as parents. I can say that, from my perspective, it is the one main thing that has
kept me up at night thinking about how we can create consistency for the children whilst also holding the
highest standards within the classroom.
Mr Ryder and Mrs Walker
As you are all aware, Mr Ryder and Mrs Walker have been absent from school now for a prolonged
period of time. Unfortunately, Mr Ryder will now no longer be returning to Peafield Lane. Now that this
is official, I can share with you the plan that I have been working on, alongside our SLT, to move things
forward. We have successfully appointed a new teacher to the school, Miss Fairlee, who will be taking
over from Mr Ryder (plus other supply teachers that we have had to use in the interim). This means that
there will be a regular teacher, who will be delivering lessons to the class, who we have been able to
interview and ‘handpick’. This takes away the possible options of another supply teacher who will work
with us for a week before another potential supply taking over and so on.
We have chosen to keep Mrs Donson in Rufford as she is a consistent member of staff that the children
have been able to build a relationship with (both socially and academically) over this past half term. Mrs
Walker is also due to return to school after half term. Although she will not be permanently based in
Rufford, she will be supporting the children in certain subjects and any children who have any social and
emotional needs
Miss Allison
Miss Allison is due to return from maternity leave in the new year. We are deploying her in Rufford
Class to provide an extra teacher to support the children. This is not a job share and therefore 3 staff
members will be working with the children in the classroom. We believe that 3 members of staff in the
classroom from when Miss Allison returns will provide additional support for the children. We also
believe that this will cement the high standards that I have recently referred to.
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As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to give me a call.
Many thanks,
Tom Daniel

