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December Newsletter
Mr Walker
Thank you for all the messages and questions asking about Mr Walker and how he is getting on with his recovery. The message
remains the same where he is at home, recovering – the best place for him! As I’m sure you will all understand, having suffered
a brain haemorrhage, time to recover is absolutely crucial and can sometimes be a long process. With this in mind, it is therefore
unlikely that we will see him for a little while longer. Don’t worry though, I spoke to him this morning and he’s still keeping a
close eye on what we’re doing! We would also like to thank you for respecting his privacy up until this point and would like to
answer many people’s question about sending Christmas cards to him; he would be delighted! If you want to drop them into
school, we’ll make sure that he receives them all in time for Christmas.
Date
Friday 10th
December

Time
All Day

Event
Christmas Jumper
Day
Christmas Dinner
Acorns Christmas
Performance
Nursery Christmas
Performance
Y1/2 Christmas
Performance
Foundation Stage &
KS2 Christmas
Parties
KS1 Christmas
Parties
Last Day of Term

Christmas Performances

We believe that a big part of any child’s school life is the
inclusion of many of the Christmas activities that we
unfortunately had to cancel last year due to COVID-19.
th
Tuesday 14
10:00am &
Following government guidance to schools and regular
December
2:00pm
communication with the Trust, we have decided that this year’s
Wednesday 15th
10:00am
performances will go ahead. However, we want to ensure that
December
we have the Christmas break that we are so looking forward to
Thursday 16th
1:30pm &
and, as a school, are committed to the health and safety of our
December
6:00pm
families. It is with this in mind that we will require all families
Thursday 16th
Afternoon
to wear a face covering when coming into school for
December
productions and performances. We will be providing hand
sanitiser on entry to the school, and we would be grateful if you
could complete a Lateral Flow Test prior to attending (we don’t
Friday 17th
Afternoon
need to see confirmation of the results though). As always, if
December
you develop any symptoms prior to the event, we ask that you
Friday 17th
let us know and avoid coming to the performance due to the
December
guidance around isolation periods. Another measure that we
Tuesday 4th
First Day of Spring
have to take is to limit the number of tickets to 2 per family
January
term
(these can be split across the 2 performances or both attend the
same). This is a measure we feel is crucial to keep the numbers to a minimum whilst also giving all families an opportunity to
see their child perform. We didn’t want to take the step that many other schools have taken and limit tickets to 1 per child or
even cancel the performance altogether. We would like to thank you in advance for your understanding of these precautions.

Message from local residents
It has been brought to our attention by members of our school community, that a near miss incident happened outside school this
week. We would once again urge you to be considerate and respectful when dropping off and collecting your child from school
and ask that parents do not park on the yellow markings outside school. Please be mindful that access for emergency vehicles is
always essential, not only for school, but also for residents of the local community
School Timings
The start of the school day is 8:45am and lessons will begin at this time. We have recently seen an increase in drop off as late as
9:00am on a regular basis and ask that you can try to stick to time. There is a 15minute drop off window from 8:30 to try and
support this. We also ask that parents can collect at 3:15pm as this is the official end of the school day. Although the gate is open
until 3:30pm, our staff need to complete training and other tasks as soon as possible. Thank you for your understanding.

What have we been up to??
As well as the normal day to day work inside the classroom, our children have participated in a number of different activities to
enhance the opportunities for our children. Over the page is a very quick snapshot of what we’ve been doing:

Football Success
Over the course of the term, our boy’s football team have been competing in several league
matches and tournaments. They have seen great success in all matches and sit top of the
league (Played 3 matches – Won 8-0; Won 4-2; Won 14 – 0). They also convincingly won the
first of 2 tournaments in the National competition and will play at Salford City FC in March
in the Northern half of the tournament if successful in the second on Monday. A great
achievement boys and good luck on Monday– well done!
Whole School webinar with Jeff Kinney
As part of our push on reading, the whole school experienced a live webinar with Jeff Kinney:
author of ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’. The children were able to understand how he creates his initial
ideas and the process of how he gets these onto paper. The children loved some of his ideas and
have started to implement them in their own writing.
Year 5/6 visit to the National Space Centre/exploring circulation
As part of the Upper Juniors unit of work looking at everything
involved with Space, the children visited the National Space Centre
where they explored the rocket towers, Sir Patrick Moore
Planetarium, and many interactive galleries. The children returned
with big smiles on their faces after a fantastic day! As part of their
work on the circulatory system, they explored the function of the
heart, including performing a dissection of a Pig’s heart!
Year 3/4 river and water activities/exploring digestion
Lower Juniors have been studying all about water and it’s importance in the world. They have
visited the River as well as looking at Chesterfield Canal. In their other work, they explored the
digestive system: it’s function and importance in the body. The children loved understanding
about how we can get the goodness from our food as well as how
it leaves our body!
Year 1/2 animal immersion day/investigating types of animal
Our KS1 children have been working hard on their new enquiry
question which is looking at ‘What makes a wonderful world?’.
Within this enquiry, the children are looking at a variety of
animals and what makes them special. They had an immersion
day where a variety of different types of animals were brought
into school for them to explore. Back in the classroom, they have
been looking at carnivores, herbivores and omnivores and investigating their ‘poo’ to see if they
can identify what makes them special!
EYFS Police and allotment visits
Our Early Years department had a visit from the police to explain all about their job and
role within our local community. The children asked many questions and were able to sit
in the riot van and sound the siren – they loved it! They also took their learning outside
with a trip to the allotment where they got their hands dirty with some digging to prepare
the ground for the winter. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to support this
visit.
School council
Our school council have been working hard
over the term to introduce some new ideas
that they can bring into school. They are again looking at playtimes and how we can
get more equipment out for the children as well as providing opportunities for
children to become play leaders and support children on the playground. They have
also started looking into the issue of litter around the park and local area (as well as
school site) and have plans on how to improve it.
A final thing that they have introduced is a ‘swap box’ in the library area to help
improve our reading for pleasure. If you have a book at home that you have read, bring it into school and swap it for another one
that you haven’t yet read. The council will keep popping into classrooms to advise the children.
I would like to take this final opportunity to thank you for your continued support throughout this term and wish you all the
merriest, and safest, of Christmas breaks. We look forward to seeing the children again on Tuesday 4th January!
Tom Daniel
Acting Headteacher

