Peafield Lane Academy
Fifth Half Term – Summer 2021

Curriculum Overviews
What we are learning
about this half term.

Nursery
Personal, Social and
Emotional Development
Now we are entering the summer term, our children have some
well-established friendship groups and their play is beginning to
develop. We spend lots of our sessions in free play and the
children are amazing at playing games, giving each other roles
taking turns and sharing resources. We will continue to look at
friendships, discussing what makes a good friend and how we
can make sure we are kind to our friends. We will look at
different ways to manage conflict and arguments such as what
to do if you want a toy and somebody else
has it. We spend lots of time looking at
how to be kind to others and what to do if
other children are upset. We have a
kindness tree which we add leaves to
when we see someone being kind to
another child. In circle time sessions, we
are looking at different feelings, what causes theme and how our bodies react
when we have those different feelings.

Communication and Language
In Nursery, Communication and language runs through every activity and
interaction between adult and child between the children themselves.
This area of development is one which we
encourage at every opportunity. From our
daily songs and stories, to our everyday chat
whilst children are playing and learning,
opportunities for language development are
present all the time. This term we would
like the children to be able to start
conversations with a variety of different
people and to continue this conversation for
many turns, trying to remain on the subject! We are also
looking at points of view. We are going to develop our own points of view on
different subjects, hopefully starting with our stories – should Jack have sold
his Mum’s cow for beans? We will look at how to express our point of view
and agree or disagree with other points of view.

Physical Development
Alongside our usual physical activities which the children have
constant access to, we will start PE in the hall again and we will
be getting the big apparatus out!! Exciting! Here, the children
will be able to climb, swing, balance, travel and use some
different skills to usual. This is a time when some children are
pushed out of their comfort zone physically, as they navigate
the large equipment. We are looking forward to being able to
do more in our outside area as the weather improves. We
will get the parachute out and play games with it, using our
muscles to hold and wave it whilst playing games that help
develop listening skills and co-operation. The wood area gives us lots of scope
for physical development as we use the tyre swing,
build dens and navigate the bumpy ground
underfoot. The hot weather gives us opportunities
to look at our personal safety in the sunshine and to
learn how to apply sun cream to protect us. Our
daily wake and shake sessions will continue and we
will be learning to dance to many new songs such as
Shake your Sillies Out, The Hokey-Cokey and even
the Conga!

Understanding the world
Our Topic this term is ‘Growing’ and we are so excited to learn about how
seeds and plants grow and about the life cycles of! We will be having
some eggs in Nursery and hopefully watch them hatch into chicks. Miss
Freeman’s frogspawn has already changed into tadpoles and we are
hoping we don’t miss them change into frogs whilst we are off at Easter!
Don’t worry, I will put them outside over Easter to avoid a frog plague in
Nursery! Not only will the children get to see these creatures
growing and changing but we will also have some
caterpillars in Nursery and will watch them
change from caterpillar to chrysalis
to butterfly. We going to plant a
beanstalk when we read about Jack and his beanstalk
and we will watch them grow before sending them
home to be planted in your garden. Children will be
taught how to show care and respect for all of the
growing and living things in Nursery. They will also learn
about the needs of these growing things and how to
look after them.

Expressive Art and Design
We will be basing some of our adult led art
around our topic. We will have a go at
making some birds’ nests out of natural
materials in the outside areas. By looking
closely at a nest we will see which material
birds use to make their nests and see if we
can find some similar things to copy them.
The Hungry Caterpillar book is great for
artwork inspired by butterflies and
caterpillars and we will make some egg
box caterpillars and symmetrical
butterflies by painting one half of a butterfly,
folding it over to make the opposite side identical. We are
developing our playdough area at the moment, as hopefully we will be
able to use it more regularly next term (at the moment, we only have it
once a week due to having to dispose of each batch at the end of the day) This will provide
opportunities to make lots of models and bake pretend cakes! When we learn about Jack and the
Beanstalk, I am hoping a large beanstalk might grow in Nursery and we can decorate it with different
textured leaves.

Maths and Literacy
We are taking part in Phase One phonics which develops the children’s
listening skills in preparation for reading in Acorns. This term our focus will be
on Aspect 6 of the phonics programme which is voice sounds. We have a
robot called Metal Mickey, who only speaks in robot language – we say ‘cat’
he says c-a-t- and sounds the words out! Our younger children in Bees will
be taking part in Aspects 1 and 2 (Listening for sounds and instrumental
sounds) The specific weekly activities are posted on Class Dojo. In Maths,
we are developing the children understanding of early mathematics and
again the activities are posted weekly on Dojo.
Our stories of the week are:
Ed’s Egg
The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Tabitha’s tadpole
Jack and the Beanstalk and Jasper’s Beanstalk
Christopher Nibbles
Titch

Acorns

Communication and Language
Children will take part in a number of activities across the curriculum that will provide them with opportunities
to listen, discuss and reason with others. This takes place in our everyday conversations where the children are
encouraged to develop their language and communication skills.
Children will take part in a variety of activities that will develop their
understanding of spring and growing including a visit to the allotment
where the children can share their observations of the environment.
Children will be able to answer why and how questions and give an
explanation for things that they have observed such as the change
from caterpillar to butterfly and from egg to Chick.

Personal, Social, Emotional
Development
This half term we are encouraging children to think about and respond to the
feelings of others.
We will discuss how our actions can have an impact on the world around us.
We will also enjoy learning how to care for other living things such as plants and
animals. We will do this through caring for our own seeds that we plant ,
looking after caterpillars as they transform into butterflies and
hatching chicks from an egg.

Literacy
Each week we enjoy a focus text that our activities for that week are focused on. We often choose
these from the children’s interests that have been observed in the previous weeks. We base our
writing tasks on these texts and enhance our provision based on elements of the story.
This half term we have chosen texts to facilitate our topic on growing as well as thinking about the
seasons changing from Spring to Summer.
We will be continuing to learn Phase 3 letter sounds (digraphs/trigraphs) and the names of the letters
of the alphabet. Children will be encouraged to use their blending and segmenting skills when
reading and writing and we will continue our work on sentence building.
In addition to this the children will begin to enjoy Amazing Acorns
tasks, where they are invited to use their writing skills to complete
a task linked to the weeks focus text independently.

Maths
During our daily Maths sessions, we provide the children with a broad range of
skills needed to develop a mathematical understanding. We also provide opportunities to develop
skills using shape, measure and spatial thinking.

This half term we are learning about measures, weights and capacity.
In numbers we will focus on exploring numbers beyond 10 by number
recognition, comparing amounts, counting patterns and building
numbers beyond 10.

Understanding The World
Within this area we investigate past and present, people, culture
and communities and the natural world.
This half term, as we spend more time outdoors, we will focus on growing and changes that
happen over time. This will include planting our own seeds to care for.
We will also enjoy watching the life cycle of a Caterpillar and welcoming chicks that
we will hatch from their eggs.
We will continue to explore our environment inside and outside and look at
changes in the environment as we move from Spring to Summer.

Expressive Arts and Design
This area of the curriculum involves a range of ways that children can experiment
with their ideas. Our classroom offers a range of opportunities to develop skills in
this area such as role play areas, painting, workshop/craft areas.
This half term the children will be sketching the life cycle of a
chicken, creating symmetrical pictures of butterflies and using
materials to join moving parts of a caterpillar.

Physical Development
This half term we will continue our PE sessions.
We will continue with spatial awareness and begin to learn
some ball games learning a range of ball skills, such as rolling, passing,
throwing and catching and using these in a game.
The children will also experience a number of activities that will continue to help them
develop fine motor skills to support writing. These may include, chopping up vegetables, digging and
using tools at the allotment and drawing the life cycle of a chick

Healthy Me, Healthy You!
The theme this half term will be based around having a
healthy lifestyle. The children will be learning about their body
and how they can keep themselves and encourage others to stay
healthy.
In English, the children will be writing a set of instructions based on their D&T project.
The children will be writing this based on designing and producing their own unique,
tasty muffins.
They will also be writing an information leaflet which will be handed out to families, it will
show what the children have learned over the term. As well as encouraging those around
them to be involved in living a healthy lifestyle. In Guided
Reading, the children will develop their VIPERS skills using a
fiction-based text, called Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper.
‘Sticky Knowledge’
• Including Imperative verbs at the beginning of their instructions.
•
Use simple conjunctions.
•
To use some modal verbs (should, would, could)
• To add adverbs (quickly, slowly)
• Using simple noun phrases (red car)

The Humanities
In Geography, the children will be looking at the points used on a
compass. They will then use this to navigate themselves and others
around a map. There will be a specific focus on the use of directional vocabulary when
talking about directions. The children will be encouraged to use this whilst exploring their
local community. Links will be made to R.E where the children will be exploring questions
about belonging and which communities they feel like they belong to.
Citizenship will be developing the understanding of a healthier and
safer lifestyle. The children will be taught how to
make simple choices which can improve their
health and wellbeing. Road safety and NSPCC
activities will be revisited again this term,
to remind the children of the importance
of keeping themselves safe. In History,
the children will be comparing lives today to

those children from a long time ago. The children will have the opportunity to learn about
what food and exercise choices were available a long time ago compared to now.
‘Sticky Knowledge’

•

• Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (eg:
near and far, left and right) to describe the location of features and routes on a map
•
Know that children’s lives today are different to those of children a long time ago
• Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions.
Rules for, and ways of, keeping safe, including basic road safety, and about people who can help them to stay safe.

The Sciences
Our Maths lessons will encourage the children in Year One to develop
their multiplication and division knowledge as well as working with
fractions. The children will become familiar with their 2, 5 and 10 times
tables, as well as showing this through grouping. Year Ones will also be
exploring fractions in particular whole, half and quarter.
In Year Two, the children will start a block of learning
with length and height, comparing measurements and
using four operations to problem solve. They will then move onto position
and direction.
In Science, the children will begin by looking at body parts and those
associated with their senses. They will look into the importance
of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food.
In addition to this, they will be learning about how to keep
up good hygiene. This will offer links to design and
technology, where children will have the opportunity to prepare a
healthy snack (as well as some muffins) based on their learning of
healthy living and hygienic habits. They will be visiting the local
allotment to explore where some foods come from.
‘Sticky Knowledge’
•
•

Compare lengths and heights (Year 2)
Start from ‘0’ when using measuring tools.
• Describe positions and movements (Year 2)
• Count in 2s, 5s and 10s (Year1)
• Making a whole, half and quarter (Year 1).
• Understand where food comes from.
•
Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the
right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene.
•
Know why exercise, a balanced diet and good hygiene are
important for humans.

The Arts
The children will be looking to apply many of their Art skills they have
been practicing throughout the year. They will be designing and
making their own artistic fruit basket. The fruit in the basket will
demonstrate their modelling skills that they have learned e.g. coiling
yellow paper for banana skin; using repeated patterns for the texture
of orange skin, etc. Ultimately creating a ‘fruit bowl mosaic’ of
various artistic skills and techniques.
PE lessons will be based around bat-ball games, introducing. The
children will be building up their basic movements and develop
tactics for striking and fielding. Once these skills have been
embedded, the children will begin to look at sports where fielding
is necessary, demonstrating different skills that need to be used.
Our music and dance lessons will be encouraging the children to perform their own short
dance routine to share with others. The children will have the opportunity to perform
this in front of a green screen to have published for others to use.
‘Sticky Knowledge’
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination
Know how to cut, roll and coil materials
Master basic movements including running, hitting with a bat, throwing and catching and begin to apply these in a range of activities
Perform dances using simple movement
Patterns
Perform own dance moves
Copy or make up a short dance
Move safely in a space

What if there was no light in the day?
This half term, the children will be spending the first 2 weeks finalising
the work we were doing before Easter, on the Stone Age through to
the Iron Age. We will briefly reactivate our learning about the Stone
Age and move on through time to explore the Iron Age including the
changes made and the influences this period still has on today. We
will also finish our science work on ‘Rocks’ where we will look at
fossils, including their formation and what they can tell us about
the past. Once again, we will use the text ‘Stig of the Dump’ as a
basis for our guided Reading work
“Barney is a solitary little boy, given to wandering off by himself. One day he is
lying on the edge of a disused chalk-pit when it gives way and he lands in a sort of cave.
Here he meets 'somebody with a lot of shaggy hair and two bright black eyes' wearing a
rabbit skin and speaking in grunts. He names him Stig…”
Once we have finished our work on the Iron Age, the children will start a new theme based
around the book ‘Krindlekrax’ by Philip Ridley. The topic will be driven by the subjects of
Science, D&T and Geography but will also delve deeper into other subjects across the
curriculum. Each week, the children will complete a new enquiry based around the book
and will use their knowledge and skills to learnt to make connections to answer the
question in detail.
Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, thick glasses and a
squeaky voice, and the idea of him taming a dragon makes the whole
class laugh. Big, strong Elvis is stupid but he looks like a hero. So, who
is more likely to get the big part in the school play? But when the
mysterious beast, Krindlekrax, threatens Lizard Street and everyone
who lives there, it is Ruskin who saves the day and proves he is the
stuff that heroes are made of after all.

Communication and Language
The children will study the narrative ‘Krindlekrax’ by Philip Ridley as well as numerous nonfiction texts based around light during their Guided Reading sessions where they will

continue to work on their VIPERS skills. The children will continue to develop their
understanding of all of the comprehension skills but will focus in detail on their predicting
and summarising skills.
In our writing, the children will a create a narrative with an
alternative ending. The focus will be on the use of dialogue within
the text to advance dialogue as well as the continued
understanding of different sentence structures for desired effects.
The children will then look at an explanation text about light and
dark using their science knowledge as a basis for their writing. This
piece will focus on cohesion within a text using a variety of
different techniques such as conjunctions, adverbials and
pronouns. We will finish off the half term looking at poetry where
the children will analyse the techniques used by authors before
creating their own poems in a similar style.
In French, the children will learn the numbers from 1-10 and will then learn the names of
some animals (learning the gender of the noun). The children will finish by understanding
the location of adjectives when describing the animals.

The Sciences
In maths this half term, we are will be splitting down into
Year groups within the class to look at different concepts.
The Year 3 children will start by looking at measurements
where they will look at mass and capacity. This will involve
practical measuring as well as comparing. The Year 4
children will look at decimal numbers, focussing on writing,
ordering and comparing. We will then all join back together
to focus on money including calculating with money. All of
the sessions will be underpinned by regular problem
solving and reasoning opportunities.
Our science work will focus on the understanding of light and dark. We will explore the
idea that darkness is the absence of light and how we need light to see objects as a
reflection of that light. We will finish by
exploring shadows and how they can change
shape and size. They will then look at different
layers and types of soil before researching
about fossils and their creation. In ICT, the
children will use the understanding of
shadows to create a basic animation using the
2Animate feature on PurpleMash. Once
familiar with the basics of animation, the

children will use Stop Motion software to create a more detailed animation using their
English explanations as a guide. In Design Technology, the children will design and create
a game that includes an electrical and light component. They will use their understanding
of light from their science lessons to design a game after evaluating existing products with
similar features.

The Humanities
In History, we will complete our work on the Stone Age to
the Iron Age. The children will explore how life advanced
as the Iron Age commenced focussing on weaponry,
settlements and farming. In RE, we will complete a standalone topic of ‘Inspirational People from the Past’. The
children will look at some key figures found within sacred
texts and will look at what we can learn from them today.
We will explore people found in the Christian, Islamic and
Jewish religions. In Geography, the children will revisit
their mapwork and focus on planning a journey from school to Sherwood Forest. The
children will look at different types of map to plan their journey and will then follow their
map to evaluate their route. In Citizenship, we will explore the issue of bullying and how it
can affect people. We will also learn the importance of kindness as well as some strategies
that can eliminate bullying.

The Arts
In PE, the children will split down into year groups to complete
different activities. The Year 4 children will attend Rebecca
Adlington Swimming Centre to complete a 10-week course
learning how to swim/improve their ability in different strokes.
The Year 3 children will focus on
athletics and will learn how to
change their speeds depending on races and will learn about
the relay and the techniques used. In art, the children will use
class book to create an image of a dragon’s eye. They will learn
about shade and tone and how this can be created using
different pencil gradings. In music, the children will complete
a stand-alone project where they will begin to understand the
work of Mozart.
Black and dark objects
absorb light and heat
while light or white
objects reflect it.

To kickstart out new term, the children will be taking part in a forensic workshop where they will study a
crime scene and experience various techniques scientists will use to find clues and evidence to figure
out the chain of events leading up to a crime. Leading on from this, the children will be studying the law
and democracy in our country and will be able to ask questions to our local MP, Ben Bradley, via a zoom
call.

Communication, Language and Literacy
The class text this half term is The Highwayman. The children will
start the new term by writing a descriptive narrative based on this
text where they will be able to use their creative imagination and
apply vocabulary which will fit the theme and engross the reader.
Building upon the knowledge the children develop in history, they
will be producing a report into the
punishments for crimes throughout
various periods of history. They will be
able to apply their historical knowledge
and create a formal piece of writing which
aims to develop their skills of formality,
layout and organisation. The
children will finish the half term by
developing their discussion writing
skills. They will be writing a discussion
focussing on taking arguments from both sides to form their own
opinion. The topic of the discussion will be linked to the
Summer production so we will keep it quiet for now or I know
the children will be asking for more...
For our reading focus, the children will be taking a close look
at the vocabulary used in The Highwayman text in order to
develop their own bank. As always, the children will continue
to develop their skills in areas such as: inferring, predicting,
explaining, retrieving, sequencing and summarising. We
would love the children to keep reading for pleasure at home
as well as reading their allocated coloured-banded book from
school. A big focus, as I have mentioned for the children, is
vocabulary. We want them to spend time looking up the definitions of words they come across rather

than just trying to read as many pages as they can. By developing this
skill, they will be able to enjoy a greater range of texts.
In French, we are continuing to develop our understanding of asking
and answering questions in French, including exploring the position of
adjectives so that we can use descriptive phrases in our sentences.
We are also going to be exploring plural and singular
nouns before creating our own simple stories that we hope to share with others!

The Sciences
In maths this half-term, the children will be focussing on geometry. They
will develop their knowledge of the properties
of shapes- 2D and 3D, angles, coordinates,
reflecting, rotating and translating shapes. The
children will be using physical resources to
reinforce their learning where they will
develop their fluency of knowledge which can
be deepened through problems and puzzles.
The children will enjoy using tools like a ruler and protractor to draw shapes
and measure angles. Skills which are so
important for many future jobs and
areas like science, engineering or as
a tradesperson.
In science, we will be deepening our understanding of
classification. In order to do this, we will explore observable
characteristics based on similarities and
differences of plants and animals. This will
allow us to classify living beings into broad groups according to
common features and enabling us to give specific scientific
reasons for our classification.

Building upon the children’s knowledge of historical punishment techniques, things
may turn a little gruesome in out design technology lessons!
Children will study the mechanisms used the create the guillotine.
They will study the pulley system and use this technique to
design and create their own crime and punishment method. The
children will use their historical knowledge and use informative
sources of
information to
support their method design making
sure the punishment fits the
crime.
Blogging is the focus of our Computing work
this half term. Using Purple Mash, we will be creating
our own blogs, adding and editing posts including images and
other media, before publishing and sharing with our class and commenting

on them. Within this unit, we are also revisiting esafety and reminding ourselves how important it is
to stay safe online, choosing information to share
wisely.

The Humanities
To deepen the children’s knowledge
regarding the laws and democratic system of our country,
they will take a look at the justice systems from various time periods in history.
The children will develop their knowledge of chronology to explore
the differing punishments for crimes in history
and decide whether times have moved
on and if we live in a fair and just
system in what we call modern times.
Our learning in RE links to our Citizenship work on rules and laws. We are
going to be focusing on three different religions- Christianity, Judaism and
Islam- and exploring how their beliefs link to global issues of human rights,
fairness, social justice and the importance of the world around them and the
environment. This will involve investigating how the work of religious
charities, like Christian Aid and Islamic Relief,
demonstrates this.
Our citizenship work is based on ‘Law and Democracy’. What is a rule?
What is a law? Why are these so important to our lives and to society?
And what would life be like without them? These are just some of the key
questions that we are going to be exploring this half term, as well as
finding out how and where laws are made, including researching
Parliament and the democratic voting process. Hopefully, we will be able
to speak to our local MP, Ben Bradley, to help us understand this, before
we hold our own class
elections, complete with election campaigns,
manifestos, speeches and ballot papers!

Arts and Movement
In music, we will be reactivating our knowledge and
understanding of musical notation and specific terminology in order
to refer accurately to a piece of music. Children will use their learned terminology
to analyse features within difference pieces of music and
explain why they think a piece of music is successful or not. As the children build
confidence, we will explore singing and playing instruments in two and three
parts; this will focus on a group keeping their desired tempo, dynamics and
melody whilst another group is playing something different at the same time.
Children will discuss what these techniques can add to a piece of music or a performance.
Taking inspiration from year of resilience shown by our students and their families we will be using
Banksy’s infamous mural of the little boy flying his nurse doll like a superhero whilst his fictional role
models lay discarded in the bin. We will be exploring how art, can convey emotion and meaning and
how an artist can achieve a desired effect on their audience. The children will be given the criteria of

creating a graffiti style mural to celebrate the achievements of
our country, school and even themselves as individuals over the
past year. An expression of what this year has meant to them
personally through a creative medium.
The children will be exploring the team sport of basketball in
our PE lessons. The high intensity game requires close control of
the ball to dribble, pass and
shoot. Players spent the
majority of the game
running up and down the court to stay in
formation with their teammates and
carry out attacking and defensive
tactics. The children will learn the skills
and rules associated with this
game where it is extremely
tempting to run with the ball or
snatch it from an opponents’ grip. The children will need to multitask to be able to run and bounce the ball at
the same time and demonstrate the
patience to try and gain possession
without fouling an opponent.

