Peafield Lane Academy
Fourth Half Term – Spring 2021

Curriculum Overviews
What we are learning about this half term.

Nursery
Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
Although it has been a strange term for us, our new
children have settled in very well since starting after
Christmas. We missed the children who were
learning from home and are delighted to all be
together again in the Nursery setting. A Key focus
remains settling children into the daily routines in
the Nursery and ensuring the children’s wellbeing is attended to. Compared to being at home, the nursery
environment is a busy place with more children sharing the toys and
resources. We will revisit our Golden Rules of being kind and helpful
and looking after our toys. Another, key focus will look at forming and
maintaining friendships again; rekindling old ones and introducing the
returning children to the new ones. We will re-establish our keyworker
groups (which have been joined together during the lockdown period)
Ladybirds, Dragonflies and the new group, Bees. In our group time, we
will establish a group identity and get to know each other really well.

Communication and Language
Communication and language will continue to be the
glue that holds everything together and the
connecting strand in all of our areas of learning.
The role of the adult is to model the use of good
language whilst interacting with children
during adult led sessions where they are
introduced to new vocabulary but most

importantly when the children are playing, as this is when they
communicate more freely when taking part in self-chosen tasks. We
hope to encourage the use of new vocabulary that has been taught
during this time. Our termly topics allow us to carefully plan for
the development of new vocabulary, such as our books on space
and families and the related language. Our older children are
becoming really good at listening to stories now and we are
encouraging them to think carefully about the story they have
heard and to retell it either during the story sessions or through
their own play afterwards.

Physical Development
Whilst PE in the hall is on hold for the moment,
the children are still getting to practise their
physical skills every day in both the indoor and
outdoor environments. We have weekly
movement and music sessions where children
practise gross motor movements through dance
and movement to stories and songs. We wake our
bodies up every morning in our Wake and Shake sessions which are designed to wake our
bodies and brains up ready to learn! We will be enjoying the Dinosaur stomp among others
this term. Our environment is set up in a way that children get to practise their fine motor
skills throughout the day. Scissors, paintbrushes, playdough tools, hole punches,
sharpeners, a variety of pens, pencils and crayons are available at all times for children to
choose and the adults teach them how to use these when they are selected. Many of our
older children are working on the correct pencil grip now and some are enjoying more pen
and paper-based activities. We will also be allowing the children to access the box and junk
modelling area which provides an excellent opportunity to fine tune their fine motor skills
(Hopefully they will learn how to find the end of the Sellotape with enough practice!)

Understanding the world
This term we have chosen some of our topics based upon the
interests of the children. From dragons to space, emergency
services to princesses, there’s plenty of scope for use to cover
science, geography and
history (in their basic
forms!) We will be
learning about different
occupations, particularly the jobs
where people help others such as police,
firefighters, paramedics, vets, doctors and nurses and

the children will be encouraged to explore these occupations through
their play, so dressing up and role-playing hospitals and fire stations and
so on. We will celebrate Easter and think about the
importance of this festival to Christians and will also
be looking at celebrating our Mums, Grandmas,
Aunties etc on the week leading up to Mother’s Day.
Our book for that week looks at different types of
families and will teach children about the diversity in
families all over the world. Children will learn that
all families are not necessarily the same as their own.

Expressive Art and Design
Our children are experts in this area! We have drama taking place
in all guises here in Nursery and I’m sure this will continue! From
playing imaginary games in the home corner to acting out little
stories in the small world or performing with the instruments.
We encourage our children to express themselves freely in
whatever way they choose. As well as providing some
opportunities for them to make and create specific things, we
also value the children’s own ideas and the processes they go
through to create their own
masterpieces. We provide the equipment and
the guidance and they make their own things! I know we will have
some amazing princess crowns and dragon models on our princess
and dragon week!

Maths and Literacy
We are taking part in Phase One phonics which develops the children listening skills in
preparation for reading. This term our focus will be on Aspect 5 of the phonics programme
which is Alliteration. We will be listening carefully for initial sounds in words and finding
things that start with these sounds. Our new starters will begin on aspect 1 (Listening for
sounds) The specific weekly activities are posted on Class Dojo. In Maths, we are developing
the children’s understanding of early mathematics. Again the
activities are posted weekly on Dojo.
Our stories of the week are:
Gigantosaurus
The Princess and the Pea
There’s a Dragon in my Book
The Great Big Book of Families
Real Superheroes
Space Non-Fiction Books
The Great Easter Egg Scramble

Communication and Language

Acorns

This half term we are developing our story language.
We encourage children to engage in story sessions by answering
questions or by joining in with repeated phrases.
We will extend this by asking children to re-tell the story in their
own words and ask deeper questions to assess their
understanding. We will also encourage children to use new words
learned whilst they engage in role-play. We will continue to have a
focus text and explore the meaning of five new
words.

Personal, Social, Emotional
Development
This half term we are encouraging children to
become more independent when managing their
own needs, such as putting on their own coats,
trying to cut up their food at lunch and washing
their hands without adult help. We will also
begin our PE sessions where children will be
learning how to change into their PE kits.

Literacy
Each week we enjoy a focus text that our activities for that week are based upon. We
often choose these from the children’s interests that have been observed in the
previous weeks. We base our writing tasks on these texts and enhance our provision on
elements of the story.
This half term we asked the children what they would like to learn about whilst they are
on home learning. We had lots of suggestions
such as the outdoors, animals, superheroes,
snakes, spiders, aliens, pirates, sharks….
Therefore, we have chosen the following
texts to facilitate this as well as celebrating
Mothers’ Day and Easter.
Children should
know:
Sentences start with a
capital letter and end
with a full stop

We will continue learning Phase 3 letter sounds
(digraphs/trigraphs) and the names of the letters of
the alphabet. Children will be encouraged to use
their blending and segmenting skills when
reading and writing and we will continue our work
on sentence building.

Maths
During our daily Maths sessions, we provide the children with a
broad range of skills needed to develop a mathematical understanding. We
also provide opportunities to develop skills using shape, measure and
spatial thinking. This half term we are learning about spatial
awareness. In numbers we will focus on using the new knowledge
we have on numbers to 10 by comparing amounts up
to 10. We will begin to look at number bonds,
addition and subtraction with numbers up to 10 by
using 10 frames and the part-part-whole model.

Understanding The World
Within this area we investigate past and present, people,
culture and communities and the natural world.
This half term, as we spend more time outdoors, we will focus on
the features of our immediate environment and compare it to the
jungle. We will also notice and discuss changes to the weather.
We will learn how all families are different and also how Easter is celebrated in varying
ways. We will continue to explore our environment inside and outside and look at
changes as we move through the seasons.

Expressive Arts and Design
This area of the curriculum involves a range of ways that children can experiment with
their ideas. Our classroom offers a range of opportunities to develop skills in this area
such as role play areas, painting, workshop/craft areas.
This half term the children will be making kites like in the Stuck story, making binoculars
to go on a jungle animal hunt, making props for our superhero
experience, such as capes and masks, playdough spiders and
creating cards for Mother’s Day and Easter.

Sensational Safari
This half term theme will be based around the Safari. The children will
be learning about animals and their habitats, as well as
comparing places around the world. They’ll become
familiar with how the world is made up of continents
and oceans.
This will be a wide-reaching topic that allows us to
access many subjects across the curriculum including
Geography, Science, and Art.

Communication
Language and Literacy
In English, the children will be writing a narrative based on a
safari adventure. They will experience animals and
surroundings in the safari settings, whilst planning to write a
thrilling story about animals they come across. The children
will also be revisiting diary entries as they experience the life
of a cheeky baboon. In Guided Reading, the children will
develop their VIPERS skills using
a fiction-based text, called
“How to Hide a Lion” by Helen Stephens.

The Humanities
In Geography, the children will use their prior knowledge of
continents to learn about hot and cold places. They will
become familiar with the features of hot and cold places. This

will also offer the opportunity for children to explore African safari in relation to its weather
and surroundings. They will also look at comparing the United Kingdom
against a Non-European country too, further developing their
knowledge of places.
Citizenship will be focusing on their behaviour and how
this impacts on others around them. With an extension
to looking at how their behaviour and others’ has an
impact on their environment. There will be links made
to the impact of behaviour on their environment and
how this can affect the wildlife in their area. In addition
to this, the children will be learning about communities
such as their family and school as well as the wider
communities in other parts of the world during out RE
sessions. This will open the opportunity for children to
compare their lives in relation to an African community.

The Sciences
Our Maths lessons will encourage the children in Year One
to develop their measuring and place value. The children will be looking at length,
height, weight and volume. The Year Two children will start a block of learning on
shape, learning about 3D shapes and their properties which will lead to making
comparisons of 2D and 3D shapes. They will
then lead onto learning and working
with fractions. In Science, the
children will learn about different
animals and their habitats. The lessons will
begin with what habitats are and how
they place a vital part in an animals life.
The children will come to recognise the different
habitats and how/why
they are suited to those animals. We
will begin looking at simple coding in
our computing lessons, learning how to
give precise instructions to receive a
desired outcome.

The Arts
In Art, children will be making
comments based on their likes and dislikes, whilst using
appropriate vocabulary to support. The particular artist the
children will be looking at is Andy Warhol, who is famous for his

colours and repeating patterns. The
children will then learn how to create
their own repeating patterns in reply
to Andy Warhol’s art, moving on to
looking at repeating patterns in pieces
of jewellery.
In PE, we will be studying multi-skills. The children will be
taking part in a range of sessions which will build up on key skills. The focus
will be on the children’s movement and ability to move around each other.
This will lead into team games where children they will be demonstrating their
ability to move around each other safely, change directions and speed whilst
participating in the aim of the game.
As part of music and dance lessons
this half-term, the children will
observe a range of movements in
particular African dances, they will be
able to identify what patterns are
being performed. This will help
generate their own dances whilst
moving in a safe space. his will run
alongside the speaking and listening
objectives too. Children will need to listen
respectfully to a range of music. This will lead to
the children forming an opinion based on this
music whilst learning the vocabulary to support
their reasons.

How did we develop from the Stone Age?
This half term, the children will look at answering the question: ‘Where do
we actually come from?” Throughout the topic, we will explore life in the
Stone Age and how it changed from the early Palaeolithic era to the later
Neolithic time. We will use the text ‘Stig of the Dump’ as well as ‘Stone
Age Boy’ as a stimulus for the topic allowing the children to explore
how the Stone Age period changed. The topic will be driven by the
subjects of History, Science and Art but will also allow us to delve into
other elements of the curriculum
“Barney is a solitary little boy, given to wandering off by himself.
One day he is lying on the edge of a disused chalk-pit when it gives way
and he lands in a sort of cave. Here he meets 'somebody with a lot of shaggy hair
and two bright black eyes' wearing a rabbit skin and speaking in grunts. He names
him Stig…”
“Step back 15,000 years as a modern boy enters a Stone Age
village and learns a few prehistoric tricks of the trade.
One day a boy falls down a hole, and an amazing thing happens
— when he wakes, he’s in a camp full of people wearing animal
skins! Mixing flight of fancy with prehistoric facts, Satoshi
Kitamura ushers us back to a time of surprising innovation and
artistic expression, shown in cave paintings visible to this day.”

Communication Language & Literacy
The children will be study 2 narrative texts (‘Stone Age Boy’ and ‘Stig of the Dump’) as well
as numerous non-fiction texts based on the Stone Age during their Guided Reading
sessions where they will continue to work on their VIPERS skills. The children will have a key
focus on their explanations of ideas as well as revisiting their sequencing skills from
previous years.

In our writing, the children will create a set of
instructions based on their cave art creations using
the knowledge they will gain from their art and
history sessions. They will then revisit the structure
and planning elements of narrative writing to
produce their own story based on the Neolithic
period of time. The children will enhance their
knowledge of grammar during this narrative
focussing on the use of appropriate dialogue within a narrative. The children will then
combine their English lessons with their history sessions to create a leaflet to advertise
Skara Brae. The final piece of writing will focus on a diary entry using the information
discovered on fossils during the children’s science lessons. The children will focus on their
understanding and control of tenses during this piece of writing. We are looking at numbers
in our French lessons and the use of gender with nouns.

The Sciences
In maths this half term, we are focussing on working with
fractions. We will recap the important information about
fractions, including how to represent them and how to identify
them. The children will then move on to understanding
equivalences and how to calculate using fractions. These
concepts will all be underpinned by regular problem solving and
reasoning opportunities.
Our science work will focus on the exploration of different rocks. The children will learn
how to group rocks, including sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks and how these
types of rocks are created. They will then look at different layers and types of soil before
researching about fossils and their creation. In ICT, the children will use the class text as a
stimulus to create a basic animation using the
2Animate feature on PurpleMash. Once familiar with
the basics of animation, the children will use Stop
Motion software to create a more detailed animation
using their English narrative as a guide. In DT, the
children will design and create a Mother’s Day card
using textiles and sewing skills. The children will also
design a new tool to help ‘Stig’ from the key text
using a clear design brief.

The Humanities
In History, we will understand the different
periods of the Stone Age and how the time
changed from the start of the Palaeolithic era to
the start of the Iron Age. The children will explore
different cave art and what information we can

take from the paintings to help us understand the lifestyle of pre-historic humans. We will
then explore the term ‘hunter-gatherers’ and what this actually means. The children will
eventually look at some early settlements in Britain, focusing on Skara Brae (a perfectly
preserved Neolithic settlement on the Orkney Islands) and again, what we can learn from
this settlement about the past. In RE, we will a stand-alone topic of ‘The Journey of Life and
Death’. The children will see how two different religions see life as a journey and will then
look at comparing some key moments in life and death marked by rituals (like a new birth,
marriage or death). The children will then explore how some religions see life after death
eventually considering and explaining their own beliefs. In Geography, the children will
recap on their work from earlier in the year where they will look at the countries in Europe
(aiming to name and locate at least 8 countries). This will be completed whilst
understanding about Nomadic people in the Stone Age period.

Movement & The Arts
In PE, the children will pick up on the lost work from Spring 1 and learn
about the game of tag rugby. The children will explore the concepts of
the game, including the rules, and will develop their skills both with and
without the ball. The children will also work on developing their
understanding and recognition of good practise. In art, the children will
use the stimulus of ‘historic cave paintings’ found in the Lascaux caves
to create their own designs. They
will be able to explain the techniques used in this
historical art. In music, the children begin to
understand the idea of notation and how it is used to
aid the performance of music. The children will
identify the different notes based on sounds found in
the Stone Age environments.
During the
Palaeolithic Age (old
Stone Age), people
gathered food by
hunting wild animals
and birds, fishing, and
collecting fruits and
nuts.

Communication Language and Literacy
Using mining as a hook, the children will be writing a diary entry from
the perspective of a local coal miner. They will try to embrace the
conditions and dangers of mining and capture the thoughts and
feelings of the miners themselves. After exploring the issues
associated with mining in the UK, the children will write a persuasive
piece of writing, where they will try to persuade the powers that be,
to keep the local mines open. They will apply their historical
knowledge from first-hand sources to help form this persuasive
piece. Finally, considering the important values associated with
mining, the children will reflect upon the core values at Peafield Lane:
what they mean, what they look like on a day-to-day basis and what they look like in
later life. They will use these values to write a formal piece of writing which can be shared
with the public.
Our class text we will be reading this half term will be Wilbur
Smith’s ‘Cloudburst’. The epic adventure tale includes details
of mining and conservation- topics we will discuss during our
History and Geography work. The
text includes superb
vocabulary and detail
which will be used
discussion and learning points during our
guided reading sessions. The children will
use the text to develop their vocabulary,
inferring, predicting, explanations,
sequencing and summarising skills.
Our French lessons this half term focus
on asking simple questions and
responding to them, as well as

continuing to explore masculine and feminine nouns and building sentences using
conjunctions. We are continuing to develop of our understanding of French phonics and to
use these when we are practising our sentences verbally.

The Sciences
As mining involved digging down into the earth, the children
will be exploring fossils in our science project. What are they?
How they have been formed? How were they found? Who
discovered them? The children will
recognise that fossils are vital in
finding out about the creatures
that roamed the earth in the distant
past. The children will be using Purple Mash to create
quizzes in our computing lessons. Using a specific program, the
children will experiment with creating a quiz and how there can
be various types of question- true or false,
multiple choice or one single answer. The
children will create a ‘sticky knowledge’ quiz based on their learning
this half term. In maths the children will develop their knowledge of
measurement this half term. They will focus on calculating the area
and perimeter of rectangles, parallelograms, triangles and
compound shapes. The children will also be brushing
up on their place value and calculations knowledge.

Humanities
Children will develop their knowledge of
the mining history of the Mansfield and
Nottinghamshire area this half term. They
will use first-hand sources to find out where
the mines were located and place the dates
that the mines opened on a timelinefocussing on the accuracy of the spaces
between the dates. The children will also
explore the layout and purpose of the local
coalmines. What was coal used for?
How did the mines support the local
community? Why did the mines
close? We will round off this unit of
work by hearing from relatives of
the children who worked in the

mines, discuss the issues with mining and find out what the actual miners
thought about the work they did.
This is a great topic to link our local
history with the geography of the area.
The topic explores our local community
and particularly coal mining, which
dominated our local area for many years. We
are also finding out about mining that takes place in
other parts of the world. We will be finding out which materials
are mined -including diamonds, gold, metals and oil- before
using Google Earth and maps to locate the sites
of these mines on a global scale and
finding out how they are mined:
there are four different types of
mining techniques. We are then
looking at the advantages and
disadvantages of mining on the areas that it
takes place in, considering environmental
factors and impact.
If possible, we will take a visit to Vicar Water where the pit heads
still remain, and the area around the slag heap has been reclaimed into a nature reserve.
Our Citizenship work will support our English by facilitating questions that enable our
children discuss our values and the challenges of learning these
skills. The pupils will work together to gain ideas and diverse
opinions that will then inform their writing.
As part of our topic we are going to be exploring the miner’s
strikes of the 1980s and exploring the feeling of community
and belonging. This will link to our work in RE where we are
looking at how valuable communities can be and what the
challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief
may be, with a focus on
Christianity, Hinduism and
Judaism.

Movement and The Arts
We are exploring the art of Valerie Ganz who was a Welsh
artist, known for her paintings of coal miners, particularly
focusing on the use of colours and shading to create mood
and show emotion. We will be building on our prior learning of proportion, blending and
shading, to draw miners before using chalk and charcoal (we could end up looking like

we’ve been in the coal
mines ourselves!) to
create our own images,
showing mood and
emotion.

In PE this half term, the children will
be refining their tennis skills. They have focussed on
generic team games so far this academic year so
now we will move onto a specific sport. The
children will work on their racket skills: forehand
and backhand strokes. This will lead onto the
children applying
these skills to
games-based
activities. The children will also
learn the rules associated with tennis and how to apply
physical skills like balance, speed and reactions to be a
successful tennis player.

